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0TAIRLINE GUIDANCE ON SMOKE, FUMES 
 
Background  
The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) issued Safety Alert for Operators (SAFO) 18003, 
“Procedures for Addressing Odors, Smoke and/or Fumes in Flight” on March 26, 2018. The 
SAFO identifies a need to enhance flight crew procedures that mitigate the risk to 
passengers and crew in the event of odors, smoke and/or fumes. The SAFO directs air 
carriers to review their procedures related to odor, smoke and/or fume events. It suggests 
that air carriers should review or collaborate with others to ensure that their procedures 
allow the flight crew to recognize, differentiate and mitigate the different odors, smoke 
and/or fumes that can be present in the cabin or flight deck. And, it calls on airlines to 
“Create guidance for crews including, when appropriate, security information which can be 
disseminated through appropriate internal channels (e.g. Sensitive Security Information 
bulletins, manuals, etc.) as specific concerns are identified.” 

 
ALPA has been informed this week that some, if not all, U.S. Part 121 airlines are preparing 
to issue additional guidance to flight crews on this subject that addresses potential safety 
and security concerns related to smoke and fumes. The Association has asked the FAA to 
ensure that all Part 121 and 135 airlines make this information available to their 
crewmembers. 
  

ALPA provides members with a web page on Fume Exposure Guidance under the Pilot 
Resources tab at ALPA.org, that also provides additional information on this subject. 
Documents posted there can be used to evaluate whether your air carrier is providing 
adequate information, training and/or procedures to recognize, differentiate and 
mitigate an odor, smoke and/or fume event. There is also guidance that members can 
provide to health care providers to follow for treating those who have been exposed to 
potentially harmful smoke/fumes, plus a pilot reporting form for smoke/fume events. 
  

Recommendations:  
1. If you receive additional information from your airline regarding security-related 

aspects of smoke and fumes, review and follow that guidance.  
2. Review ALPA’s Fume Exposure Guidance website and the materials provided.  

 

Any questions, please contact the ALPA Engineering and Air Safety Department at 
eas@alpa.org or 1-800-424-2470. 
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